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| Dear General. Sore 
ae “Darin ‘the ‘period: ‘since may last ‘neeert to FOby: aq; have been enerece 
in the: folowing sctivitiess: Sei : 





eee “I an ‘continuing. ‘to pursue: ths. ‘béhomplishnent of radar scope 
| photo reconnaissance. on Chinese and Manchurian targets. At this point 
| T have been. unable to ‘get FEAF: to set-the requirement before CINCFE. 
' FEAF clains that. they” ‘mus t. justify: the > ‘selection of our. réconnaissance. 
targets to General ‘Ridgway. in ‘order to ‘secure “his approval and that, at 
‘present, “insufficient justification exists. In accordance with your 
(Pr, A “instructions ,~ I cannot: ‘put. SAC in-a ‘position of justifying its require- 
a : ments’ to FEAF: or of allowing. FEAF “to. feel: that théy are in a position . 
7 bo” approve or disapprove. our intended: ‘operations. . L -have, therefore, — 
_ informed FEAF that: believe the . fact: that SAC has indicated that re- 
connaissance requirements. on. these. ‘targets: exist “is sufficient justi- 
_» - fication. One of: the - ‘things they want, I believe, is a copy of our 
| = current operations order in order to use “it. as. gjustification for recon- 
* -naissance™ on some ‘targets (and- also to get.a good. ‘look at it for other 
; Yeasons).— ‘This is-out. of the question; and, I have informed FEAF that 
‘ -4f they are unwilling to ‘present. our Feconnaissance: requirements to 
|, CINCFE on the. basis-of General: LeMay's judgment, Iwill -be forced to 
present the: requirement: to General; Hickey myself. — ‘This occurred this 
morning: and. cs ‘am now. need FEARS: decision. 


. “In ‘ordée: fv ‘minimize. the.  chishde’ ‘of CINCFE  Aeeiproval; I have 
spent nigh ‘time: with: “JSPOG.to: which the total ‘ryéconnaissance. require~ 
ment will ultimdtelybe™ referred, - an have - ‘attempted to sell them the 
urgency and importance .of-our reconnaissance - requirement and unless I 
am badly mistaken, ‘they: are sympathetic with. our case. I hope that, 

‘their. recommendation sie aes paoperdy Setiect ‘this. 


mnt DOCUMENT, CONSISTS OF THO . 
PAGES, COPY wes OF a 








< 
a 


fF OX~FO 











| B-128I/¢' 


% 
ee? 





-\ cease. fire’ ‘ender. at this: time will probably-vendér inadvisa- 


ple” any reconnaissance -in the - Chinese. and Manchurian areas. We are pro- 
_ , ceeding on the premise. that a truce is not ROREEC TRIBES: but our require- 
i ment becomes. more Urgent, timewise. 


ree Since’ “the: ‘possibility exists that Yokota and other suitable 


bees in Japan and’ ‘Okinawa may be rendered unusable by enemy action 


prior to or. during our initial strike, we are collecting information on 


‘the operational suitability of ‘Iwo. Jima as a post-strike staging base. 


for the UBd.- Use of- Iwo Jima ‘is’ “undesirable for many reasons, particu- | 
iarly in that. its: ‘usé requires \2-way air-to-air refueling. However, we 


“might have to. use i /as. aclast resort. When the information has been 


? ite at will be: forwarded. to SAC and to the 43a ADVON. 


Re General ferrill “iB: now “having. his staff- prepare detatied plans 


“pertaining to the ‘post-strike staging of the 3d at Yokota in order to 


‘-- minimize | confusion at:that end.’ A copy of these ium be forwarded 


‘Gig ‘these 1: sp eoeee, ets the: states... 
ing the assignment é 


, to. 13d. upon completion. for. their Stree 


vdinerat: Pereiltie-presedtly’ on. a visit bo. ‘Okinawa on. ‘Bomber Command 
business.- ‘When: herwe turns. I- soa to" take @, short, trek, to. Guam to visit 
the |B. ars nas tee ie ; reset ls 
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° Oar purpose in request~ 
: mker 1 First, there are a few 

Manchurian: ‘targets that. cannot be - ‘reached: without. air-to-air refueling. 
Second, there are several Russian, bargets: which © are in the same category. 


. We “felt it wise G0. have. ‘the, tanker. on<hand in the event of hostilities 


-for we would ‘then. have the: capability of. securing: radar ‘scope photos on 
at -least.most of our. Russian targets. We would of course’ pete an in- 


eB creased, ‘BDA capability. as. welds oe ve RIES oe eee 





“In efetence: tio yeur Letler stating: ‘the requirement for Latest in- 


formation on: MIG=15 ‘tactics. against our bombers and. fighters, we have 


now discovered. that ‘there exists in FEAF quite. a volume of information 


on the subjects” but that. the: information. Ls". not compiled into one lucid 
“document. We: -have. ‘taken - the: necessary~ action: “to: have.the information 


) properly, compl ted: and. wilt. forward: at as soon as ait is: ‘complete. 





‘Sincerely, om 
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